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BUKOVINAFEST 06
by  Ralph Honas, President (Ellis, KS)

We are pleased with the
distinguished list of people
who have responded to the
organizing committee for
the upcoming Bukovinafest
on September 15th in Ellis,
Kansas.   Among the special
guests will be Professor
Ayrton Gonçalves
Celestino, co-founder and
first president of our sister
organization in Brazil, the

Associação Alemã-Bucovina de Cultura—ABC. His
planned journey to retrace the route taken by his
forebears from their earliest-known residence in Ba-
varia to their early 19th century settlement in
Bukovina was published in the March 2006 Newsletter.
Professor Celestino will complete the trip with stops in
the US to include Bukovinafest 06 where he will share
his travel experiences with us.  Steve Parke’s presenta-
tion is titled, An evolving community:  The Collyer
Township Bohemians, 1879-1900. Irmgard Ellingson
will give two presentations titled From Bohemia
to Bukovina: The Hapsburg Homeland and The
Bukovina Immigrants and their Homeland.   Herman
Ottschofski will give a report on his 2006 trip to
Bukovina.  Sophie Welisch will discuss Bukovina
cultural traditions.  In the event she is unable to travel
to Kansas, another member of the Society will give her
prepared report.   Several social and cultural times will

be set aside during the Bukovinafest.  On a personal
note, my wife, Julia, and I are pleased that Karl and
Tina Honas from Lichtenstein, Germany will be here
for the combined Bukovinafest and Oktoberfest as our
guests.

The Society headquarters will open at 9:30 a.m. on
Friday, September 15th to begin the day with a welcome
coffee.  Response to the enclosed registration form will
assist the committee in making final plans.  There is no
registration fee, with group and other meals on your own.
Also enclosed is the brochure for the annual Midwest
Deutsche Oktoberfest for September 16-17, which com-
bines the great events of the fest with a special addition of
programs called German Heritage Days.  Presentations
will be in the afternoons of the two days with a detailed
program available at the Ellis County fairgrounds en-
trance.  Information on accommodations and local
attractions is available through the contacts listed in the
brochure.  Bukovinafest information is available from the
contacts on the registration form.  We look forward to
seeing many of you in September, especially the numer-
ous new members who joined the Society since our
celebration three years ago.  For additional information,
write Joe Erbert at P.O. Box 81, Ellis, KS 67637 or email
at: info@bukovinasociety.org

BUKOVINA PEOPLE AND EVENTS
••••• The annual meeting of the Bukovina Society of the

Americas, Inc., a Kansas not-for-profit corporation,
has been set for Monday July 17, 2006 at the head-
quarters building in Ellis, Kansas at 6:30 p.m.  The
purpose will be to elect members to the Board of
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Directors for those whose terms are expiring in 2006
and to conduct the normal business of the corporation.

••••• Welcome to the four newest members of the Lifetime
Club, numbers 153 to 156: Herman Ottschofski
(Woodland Park, CO), Linda Needham (North Plains,
OR), Jennie Mills (Arrowhead Station, AZ) and
Myrna McKenzie (Estevan, Sask., Canada).

••••• The Federation of East European Family History
Societies (FEEFHS), in partnership with the Alberta
Genealogical Society (AGS), will hold its 12th
International Conference at the Four Points by
Sheraton Hotel, 7230 Argyll Road, Edmonton,
Alberta, Canada, on June 16-18, 2006. Its speakers
include, Board member Irmgard Ellingson, who is
scheduled to present the topic: “Galicia and
Bukovina; Lutheran Church Records; Volhynia.”  A
preliminary program, hotel information and
registration form are available at
http://www.abgensoc.ca/FEEFHS.html.  Watch for
the detailed conference program and registration
form that will be posted at http://abgensoc.ca and
http://feefhs.org.

••••• From a copy of the program sent to us by Professor
Ayrton Concalves Celestino (Curitiba, Brazil), we learn
that the ABC, our sister organization south of the border,
is sponsoring its 16th annual Bucovina Fest with activi-
ties scheduled between July 7-16. These include, among
others, lectures by prominent dignitaries, musical perfor-
mances, a Sunday church service, and trips to towns
where Bukovinians have settled. We extend to Professor
Celestino and the ABC our best wishes for the successful
fulfillment of their program objectives. Those individuals
wishing to travel to Brazil to join the ABC in its
celebrations may contact Professor Celestino via e-mail
at ayrgcelestino@ig.com.br or by phone at 41-3276-2318
or (cell) at 41-9103-5505. (In July of 2001 eight members
of the Bukovina Society [three from Germany and five
from the USA] traveled to Brazil to participate in the
ABC’s 11th annual convention. Reflections of this once-
in-a-lifetime experience were published in the September
2001 issue of the Newsletter.)

“THE WORLD IS SMALL AND
BUKOVINA LARGE”

by Sophie A. Welisch (Congers, NY)

With the Internet and other forms of modern technol-
ogy, the world has indeed become a global village, to
which we, who have been researching our Bukovina
roots, history and traditions, can so well attest. The
dispersion of the descendants of the relatively small
handful of people who once called Bukovina their
home is truly amazing. Case in point: descendants of
the two dozen pioneering families from the Bohemian

Forest who in 1835 founded the village of Bori can now
be documented as residing or having resided in twenty
seven countries of the world. If any have risen
to prominence, this information might be instantly
assessable on the World Wide Web. Perhaps this what
led Herr Luzien Geier, editor of our homeland paper,
Der Südostdeutsche  (Augsburg) to remark after a search
on the Internet, that “the world is small and Bukovina
large” [So klein die Welt und gross die Bukowina]. From
the Social Security Death Index he was able glean vital
statistics about the Fratautz-born singer, Marguerita
Kozen-Chajes, who in 1960 founded the Society Pro-
Mozart in Detroit, MI and in Salzburg in 1984 was
given the highest award relating to Mozart, namely the
M-Pin in gold.

A GIFT
by Fay Jordaens ( Netcong, NJ)

Genealogy does funny things to us.  Some of us become
so enamored of our past that we will do anything to
“touch” our ancestral ties.  Not satisfied with the family
story, some will seek photographs of each and every
grandparent. It is the search for information that
becomes so beguiling.

In our travel backward in time, we may stumble upon a
real treasure.  Persistence in our search sometimes
reveals more and more information about the family.
How delightful and enriching to find an old postcard
written by one’s family member or perhaps to stumble
upon an old Ahnenpass (ancestry chart) that bears the
name of a family member you never knew existed!
What a lovely way to meet a new relative!  This is
what happened to me when cousins Erich and Inge
Slawski (Cologne, Germany) sent me an Ahnenpass
with the name of my great grandfather Adam
Schmahl’s sister. Until then, I never knew Adam had a
sister!


