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BUKOVINA PEOPLE AND EVENTS

Welcome to Berniece R. Jones, Wichita, KS, and to George J.
McKinnis, Tuttle, OK, and Sandra Feneley, Oxford, England,
who became our 161st 162nd and 163rd members of the
Lifetime Club.

BUKOVINA FEST 2006
RIO NEGRO – PARANÁ – BRAZIL

by Ayrton Gonçalves Celestino (Curitiba, Paraná, Brazil)

The 16th annual celebration of the 1887-1888 immigration of
their forebears from Bukovina to Brazil took place in Rio Negro
between July 7-16, 2006. Sponsored by the Associação Alemã-
Bucovina de Cultura — ABC (German Bukovinian Cultural
Association – ABC), the program included a motor-vehicle
parade through towns in the federal states of Paraná (Rio
Negro) and Santa Catarina (Mafra) where Bukovinians have
settled, accompanied by fireworks, and of course the fraterniza-
tion and congeniality which results in a festive atmosphere of
traditional German music, dancing and beer. Several folkloric
dance groups, accoutered in their typical folk costumes, also
participated in the parade.

The festivities began on July 7 with concerts by choral groups
in the St. Joseph Church in Mafra, sister town of Rio Negro.
The following day witnessed the performances of many dance
groups at the customary folkloric ball. Our deceased ancestors
were remembered in a mass of thanksgiving, held at the
Church of Our Mother Aparecida in the “Bairro Bom Jesus” of
Rio Negro.

A dinner-dance, at which typical Bukovinian dishes were
served, was held on July 15th. A highlight of this event was the
election of the Bukovinian Queen, who his year was Ellen
Cristina Hellinger, daughter of José Neri Hellinger and

Cristina Heide Hellinger.  The runners-up, elected as
“Bukovinian Princesses,” included Karen Susane Fuchs and
Barbara Wolf Leski. The contestants were young ladies from
the Bukovinian families of Fuchs, Hellinger, Hirt, Hones,
Schelbauer and Wolf.

Nor were dignitaries lacking. We were very pleased that the
Romanian consul, Orcival Henning and his wife Yara, as well
as the Ukrainian consul, Olexandr Markov and his wife Olena,
joined us to celebrate the festive occasion.

It is without doubt that the 16th Bukovina Fest was a huge
success, having involved more than 600 people in its various
activities. We are already formulating plans for the 2007
celebrations, to which we invite our friends and acquaintances
north of the equator to join us in a week of Bukovina-related
festivities. Time permitting, we can also arrange regional
sightseeing and alternate programs for our visitors. For further
information, you may contact me at ayrgcelestino@ig.com.br>
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RESEARCHING IN THE
PILSEN ARCHIVE

by Peter Grunikiewicz (Stuttgart, Germany) and Michael
Augustin (Leonberg, Germany)

An individual intending to travel to Pilsen (Plzen) in the
Czech Republic is sometimes confronted with a critical glance
as though the purpose of the trip were the consumption of the
world-renowned Pilsner beer. But there are also other reasons
besides beer for visiting Pilsen.

Since the Church registries are not otherwise available, all
genealogists researching their forebears from the territories of
the Czech Republic must consult one of that country’s four
regional archives. For those whose ancestors came from the
Bohemian Forest and immigrated to Bukovina, as in our case,

the site is the Státní
Oblastní Archiv v
Plzni (State Regional
Archive in Pilsen).
And since this hobby
is also more pleasur-
able with group
participation than
when pursued alone,
we decided to join
with like-minded
friends to research our
roots. By the first
week in October 2006
our plans had crystal-
lized: Gertrud Siewi,
Siegmund Baierl,
Karl-Heinz

Romankiewicz and the authors, Peter Grunikiewicz and
Michael Augustin got together to learn more about our Bohe-
mian forebears.

We traveled from Stuttgart via Landshut and Deggendorf
across the border to Seewiesen (Javorná) in the Czech Repub-
lic. There we unanimously decided to visit the cemetery, thus
delaying our arrival at the Stella Hotel in Pilsen until shortly
after sunset. Since the hotel lies outside the city center and it is
difficult to get a parking place in central Pilsen, we traveled by
bus to the archive the next morning. Procuring the bus tickets
in the automated machine presented some difficulty in that we
did not have the appropriate coins. But we overcame this
hurdle and during the following days were able to obtain the
tickets through the kind services of the hotel’s personnel.

The archive on Sedláckova Street lies in the central city not
far from the impressive marketplace with its Gothic Church of
St. Bartholomew, its column memorializing the plague of 1681,
and its magnificent renaissance town hall. Since there is a
police station on the ground level of the building, it is neces-
sary to obtain a pass or at least to show some identification in
order to enter the archive.

Because of the limited number of work stations in both of the
relatively small rooms, we had been well advised to reserve
them through the Internet about two weeks ahead of time.
There is no fee for the use of the archive, and the personnel is
helpful yet measured in showing friendliness. One can take
photographs but may not use flash bulbs.

In preparation for a visit to the archive it is prudent to search
the Internet for the Czech town names as well as the film
numbers. Original documents are only available if they have
not been microfilmed. Since the handwriting of the priests is
not always legible and the quality of the microfilm readers is
not dependable, it is advisable to bring along a magnifying
glass. There were also instances in which the films were no
longer complete, undoubtedly attributable to vandalism by a
researcher.

The archive is open from Monday through Thursday between
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 or 5:00 p.m. At noon we dined on bread and
sausages at the butcher shop around the corner in order not to
waste any time. Understandably, no food or beverages are
permitted in the reading room; however, every researcher is
assigned a locker in the vestibule where he can store and also
consume food.

Our German and/or English served us well in the hotel and in
the archive. This does not hold true in the restaurants, in
particular in the unassuming ones. Without the requisite
linguistic skills or at least a dictionary it can happen that
instead of the expected ribeye (steak), you will be served ribi
(fish) . Since the prices in the restaurants are very low accord-
ing to our standards, such a misunderstanding is no problem. In
any event the Pilsner beer is always good, which one cannot
necessarily say of the food.

Central Pilsen still bears the imprint of the architecture of its
Austrian period. Here the houses for the most part have been
very beautifully restored. The city has about 160,000 inhabit-
ants. Skoda (producer of railroad tracks, heavy machinery and
power stations) and Pilsner Urquell (beer) are the largest
employers.  As a German-speaking visitor one does not
everywhere receive a friendly reception. In contrast a monu-
ment to Czech-American friendship has been prominently
displayed. Aside from the marketplace, the synagogue and the
imposing theater are well worth seeing. Unfortunately during
our stay there were no scheduled theatrical productions, which
would have interested us.

Regrettably our four-day research did not bring the desired
results, i.e., we were unable to find the names of any of the
immigrants to Bukovina in the Church registries although
these volumes were complete. But genealogy is a tiresome
puzzle, which requires much endurance. We hope that further
research will bring the requisite information.

We utilized Friday, when the archive is generally closed, to
visit Neukirchen beim Heiligen Blut, a community immedi-
ately across the Czech border on the German side in Bavaria.
On the third floor of Neukirchen’s town hall we toured a

At the Pilsen archives entrance are from left,
Siegmund Baierl, Peter Grunikiewiez, Gertrud
Siewi and Karl-Heinz Romankiewiez.


